A HORSEMAN   OF   THE  DESERTS   IN   SOKOTO,   NIGERIA

Sokoto is the northwestern province of Nigeria, where it touches the Sahara Desert.   This

dark-skinned cavalryman is wearing a typical face-cloth, which he draws up over mouth

and nostrils to keep them free from the dust of the desert. % His enormous shield is made

of ox-hide and to his reins are tied charms to protect him from magic.

rulers were more just than their native
kings, they settled down quietly. Even
Kintampo, an important town farther
north, which was one of the great slave
markets of this part of the world, became
peaceful and decided to trade in kola-
nuts instead of slaves.

The Ashanti are chiefly of a warm, dark
brown color. Their land is a very promis-
ing one. In the western part are rich
forests of cedar and mahogany, as well as
a great number of trees yielding oil, rub-
ber and fruits. In the east the forests are
not so dense. Among the chief products
of this part of the country are yams,
bananas and plantains.

If we land at Sekondi we can take the
railway to Kumasi, the old capital of
Ashanti. Near here is found the gold
which gave the Gold Coast its name.

In towns the people find employment
making baskets, pottery and cloth and
working in leather and metals. Most of
the big towns are linked up by telegraph,
and where the railway ceases, motor roads
take its place. Gold, valuable timber
(cedar and mahogany), kola-nuts, grain,
palm oil and palm kernels are exported,
but about thirty years ago someone started
growing cacao, and now the cacao in-
dustry is fast becoming the main source
of the world's supply.
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